
Sharing his story with your students

TERRY FOX 
Lesson Plan

Lesson: Terry Fox in Numbers  

Learning Goal: Students will show their understanding of numbers related to Terry Fox, by representing 
them in base ten blocks, words, ordering and rounding to the nearest ten, hundred and thousand. This can 
be broken into two separate lessons if necessary.

Materials/Media:
•	 Appendix A: Terry Fox in Numbers - Junior (base ten, place value, ordering, words and rounding)
•	 Appendix B: Numbers About ________ - Junior

Instructions:

1.	 Review with students how to read and print whole numbers in words. Encourage students to use a 
number word chart for correct spelling. 

2.	 Review how to represent numbers using base ten blocks. Reminder, a dot is called a unit which 
represents 1, a rod is a stick that represents 10, a square is a flat that represents 100 and a cube 
represents 1000. Encourage students to use base ten blocks to help them, if necessary. 

3.	 Review how to represent numbers on a place value chart (eg/ 47 is 4 tens and 7 ones, or it could be 3 
tens and 17 ones) 

4.	 Review rounding numbers to the nearest ten, hundred and thousand. 

5.	 Ask students to share numbers that relate to them, (ie/ age, shoe size, number of pets, favourite 
number, jersey number for sports, etc.) and model how to represent them in pictures, base ten blocks 
and words. 

6.	 Distribute Appendix A: Terry Fox in Numbers - Junior to each student (or pair of students). Read through 
each of the numbers, explaining how each one relates to Terry Fox. 



Extension: Hand out Appendix B: Numbers About ______ and have students complete their own number 
poster. Encourage students to challenge themselves by using larger numbers (instead of saying 9 years 
old, try 108 months old). 

Assessment: Assess students’ accuracy of representing numbers in base ten blocks, place value, 
rounding, ordering and words.

Curriculum Expectations:  
Number Sense and Numeration
•	 Represent, compare, and order whole numbers to 10 000 (gr. 4), 100,000 (gr 5), 1,000,000 (gr. 6) 

using a variety of tools (e.g., drawings of base ten materials, number lines.
•	 Read and print in words whole numbers to 1,000 (gr. 4), 10,000 (gr. 5), 100,000 (gr. 6), using 

meaningful contexts (e.g., books, highway distance signs).
•	 Round four-digit whole numbers to the nearest ten, hundred, and thousand, in problems arising from 

real-life situations (gr. 4).
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