
Sharing his story with your students

TERRY FOX 
Lesson Plan

Lesson: Elements of a Newspaper Article - Part 1

Learning Goal: Students will be able to identify different elements of expository writing and explain how 
these elements affect the reader’s reaction to the text while developing a greater knowledge of Terry Fox, 
the Marathon of Hope and the upcoming Terry Fox events in their community. 

Materials/Media:
• Appendix A: Terry Fox Prediction Activity
• Appendix B: Word Jot Activity
• Appendix C: A Shining Legacy of Hope
• Appendix D: With a Hop and a Hope, a Brave Lad became a Nation’s Hero
• Appendix E: Elements of Newspaper Articles
• Appendix F: Exit Card
• Chart paper
• Markers

Instructions:

1. Complete minds-on activities: Appendix A: Terry Fox Prediction Activity and Appendix B: Word Jot 
Activity” (see instructions on sheets). 

2. Read the article Appendix C: A Shining Legacy of Hope and discuss contents and elements of the 
text. In groups, have students look over the article titled, using Appendix D: With a Hop and a Hope, 
a Brave Lad became a Nation’s Hero, create an anchor chart of the textual elements that are unique to 
newspaper articles. Use attached resource and prompt for additional elements. Discuss how individual 
elements affect the readers’ reaction to a text, using these articles as examples. 

3. Divide the class into groups, give each one a different element from the anchor chart and ask them to 
answer the question, “How does this element change the reader’s reaction to the text?” Encourage 
them to support their answer using evidence from both of the TerryFox Articles. Consider presenting 
answers for class discussion. 

4. Have students complete an exit card at the end of class (see instruction on sheet).



Extension: Ask students to do a short survey regarding the popularity of newspapers in today’s society.
Challenge students to find out why people like reading this type of text and why people prefer other 
types of text. Have students present their survey and results to the class.

Assessment: Use student responses from exit cards to assess their understanding of the basic concepts 
discussed in the lesson. 

Curriculum Expectations:
Reading
• Analyse a variety of texts, including complex or difficult texts, and explain how the various elements 

in them contribute to meaning and influence the reader’s reaction.
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Appendix B: Word Jot Activity

In the space below, jot down all the words you heard your fellow students said to you.

In the space below, make a prediction of what we will be discussing today.



Appendix C: A Shining Legacy of Hope



Appendix D: With a Hop and a Hope, a 
Brave Lad became a Nation’s Hero



Appendix E: Elements of Newspaper Articles

Most important facts first

5Ws: Who - What - Where - Why - When & How
(usually in the first paragraph)

Sort and to the point paragraphs

Start a new paragraph each time there 
is a quote or new information

Modular design (page made up of rectangles)

Most pages have both text and graphics

Headlines bold and above the story

Headlines grab attention

Standard page has four columns of similar width

Limited gaps (white space)

Photos used to attract attention

Short meaningful quotes

Writer’s name give article more credit

Cropped photos

Photos have a caption and photo credit



Appendix F: Exit Card

What element of a newspaper story most affects the reader’s reaction to the text and why?

What element of a newspaper story most affects the reader’s reaction to the text and why?


